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fications, there is this superiority to be claimed for the first,
that it is more easily handled as an aid to research, and is
therefore more decidedly useful. The laws of Organic
Affinity are at present too obscure for any successful applica-
tion. I only wish to point out that the theory of Descent is
an imaginary construction of what may haw been the pro-
cess of species-formation, not a transcription of the process
observed. It constructs an imaginary Type as progenitor of
a long line of widely different descendants. The annelid
which is taken as the ancestor of the vertebrates is not any
annelid known either to zoologists or geologists, but a gene-
ralised and imaginary type. So daringly liberal is the imagi-
nation in endowing the ancestor with whatever may be re-
quired for the descendants, that Mr. Darwin thinks it pro-
lalle, from what we know of the embryos of vertebrates, that
these animals " are the modified descendants of some ancient
progenitor which was furnished in its adult state with
branchiae, a swim-bladder, four simple limbs, and a long tail,
all fitted for an organic life," (p. 533); and Dr. Dohrn con-
ceives the original type to have contained within itself all
.that has been subsequently evolved in the highest vertebrate,
the other and less elaborate organisms being mere degrada-
tions from this type.* This use of the imagination although
not without advantages is also not without dangers. It may
direct research, it must not be suffered to replace research.
* DOHRN : Der Ursprung der Wirbelthiere und das Princip des Func-
tionswechsels, 1875, p. 74.